
September 9, 2019
 eBoard Meeting
 East Coast Mortgage
 Center Street, Auburn
 7 PM

October 7, 2019
eBoard Meeting

 Steve Hayes” Office
 One Weston Ct.
 Augusta
 7 PM

October 11, 2019
DINNER MEETING

 Gardiner Lions Club
 Rt. 201 Gardiner
 7 PM

November 1-3
 FALL CONFERENCE

Multi-District
 Ashworth-by-the-Sea
 Hampton Beach, NH

Hello Mariners:

Summer’s not over yet!  September can provide some of the best
sailing weather with clear skies, low humidity and favorable winds.  We
just have to be conscious of earlier sunsets and cool nights.
 We had a great week for our cruise downeast. Until we arrived at
Northeast Harbor on August 7-8, we experienced gorgeous weather and
sea conditions.  In the harbor, we had gray skies, light rain of and on, fog
and significant waves outside.   I got there earlier than the others and was
able to share a spot on a float with a bait boat.  No, it wasn’t stinky,
because the owner had meticulously covered each drum with tarps,
boards and lines, thank God.  Gini was able to find a mooring nearby,
which was not a rental.  Two others went to Southwest Harbor where
there were available rentals, and Harold went back to Mackerel Cove.  It’s
fortunate that NE Harbor is a good place to hole up during bad weather.
  Our board meeting is September 9 at 7 PM in Auburn.  We will be
deciding on a location for the Spring Conference which Kennebec River is
hosting.  In addition, we will review our locations for dinner meetings.  I
also want to remind everyone that the Fall 2019 Multi-District Conference
is at Hampton Beach on Nov. 1-3 at Ashworth-by-the-Sea: 295 Ocean Blvd,
Hampton, NH.
 Really big news…I am now an official “hippie mariner,” since I got a
small wave tattoo on my right calf.  I’m sure NO ONE will have anything to
say about this!
 Until we see each other for dinner on October 11….

 Sincerely yours,
 Ed Plourde
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DINNER MEETING VENUES

For years, it has been our practice to
have our meetings in two locations to

accommodate our members from various
parts of Kennebec Valley and west.

Most recently, we are meeting at the
Gardiner Lions Club and the Village Inn

in Auburn.

We are looking for suggestions for
other locations that can offer us a
Friday 6-9 PM dinner for under $30

including tax and tip.

Call Gini: 465-3961 or email at
gfiedler46@gmail.com if you have

suggestions.

          by Lt/C Phyllis Jones, AP SEO

It is that time again!  Classes are starting for Fall.

We have 2 ABC Boating classes and 2 seminars:
    Trailering Your Boat
   How to Read and Use Nautical Charts

Seminars are held at Cony High Community Ed in Augusta from 6:00-8:00 pm :
 Trailering on October 22ⁿ� and the  Charting will be November 5��.  All courses at Cony had
to be registered last April.

Gary is willing to teach Sailing this winter, if we have enough interest.
Take advantage of this if you have interest as Gary will not offer it again.
The course will be in Auburn.  Space is limited so don’t wait.  Contact me ASAP.

We need some new Instructors!  We have lost 4 in the last 2 years.  If Interested---Let me
know!!!

Phyjones@myfairpoint.net   (207)645-3109

Education Department Report



by Ed Jones, AP-INI
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Boating safety!
As Labor Day Weekend approaches, we learn that Maine has had

43 deaths from boating and boating related sports.  Just in 8 months.
Most were not wearing life jackets and all of these victims were seasoned
boaters.  How do we reach fellow boaters?  We need to spread the words
of Safety and Wearing your Life Jacket can Save your Life.  Are our teach-
ings falling on deaf ears???

All of us should pass on the word to our friends and our family members.

Another Safety Violation and very Dangerous practice is allowing pas-
sengers to bow ride with feet hanging over the bow. (especially children) As
a “skipper” of the boat, it is your duty to prohibit this practice..  The only way
they can safely ride is if there is a seat molded in the design of the boat.
When the boat is cruising, the danger increases.  Hitting a wave or some-
thing in the water can cause the passengers on the bow to fall forward into
the water.  The turbulence of the motor will make that person go into the
props.  The outcome is not pretty and is usually deadly.

While KRSPS members were on our “Cruise” we witnessed several in-
stances of this practice and most involved young teens without any life
jacket.s.

Boating is Fun!  Let’s keep it SAFE and avoid Tragedy!.

CRUISE -
 AUGUST
   2019
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When it comes to boating, there are two kinds of rules. There are the Coast Guard’s rules, e.g., laws, that must be
followed or you go to jail; and there are the rules you learn from experience that you follow to avoid disaster. Everyone
at the helm of a boat should be familiar with the first kind of rules to be legal and safe. This article is about the second
kind of rules—Rules To Live By to save your ego and your wallet a great deal of pain. When you rent your boat, follow
these rules to ensure that your boating experience will be safe and fun.

Don’t be afraid to ask for help.

Everyone knows men are too proud to ask for directions. Boaters, male or female, can also be afraid to ask for help for
fear of looking weak. Don’t be. Your fellow boaters are nice people who want to help you. They’ve all been new boaters,
and have no doubt been helped by others as they learned the sport. This is especially true when you’re trying to dock
your boat, launch your boat, or anchor your boat. All are tricky and potentially hazardous maneuvers. Pulling up to a
dock against the wind is hard, and it can seem like you have to come in at ramming speed to get there. You don’t want
to earn the nickname “Captain Crunch.” Getting a trailer into the water, and the boat on and off the trailer, can require
the agility of an acrobat.  Getting an anchor to hold has vexed mariners since Noah sailed the ark. There is no shame in
asking for help.

When in doubt, slow down.

Remember, boats don’t have brakes. If you hear, see, or feel something that doesn’t seem right, slow down. A loud
beeping sound is generally an alarm, which means something is wrong. Slow down and figure out what is beeping and
what it’s trying to tell you. Feel a bump? Slow down and look around to see if you may have hit something. This rule
also applies to how you act on your boat. Don’t rush. You’ll stub your toe on cleats (those bars on the deck for tying
lines), bang your head on doorways (they’re never high enough for an adult to stand in), or slip and fall in the water.
Important sub rule: keep all personal items in zipped pockets. Marinas are filled with the phones, radios, sunglasses,
and keys of people who didn’t. It takes more time to (slowly) unzip a pocket to get out your phone, and slowly put it back
when you’re done, but you’ll be glad you did.

Assume everyone else on the water is totally clueless and you’ll be right much of the time.

Yes, most boaters are nice folks who are happy to help you. But the fact of the matter is anyone can buy and drive a
boat and not everyone takes the time to get familiar with the first kind (Coast Guard) of rules. Give other boats on the
water plenty of space, especially if they look like they’re fueled more by alcohol than by gasoline. Never anchor or swim
where there is a lot of high-speed boat traffic. Unfortunately, not everyone is paying attention while they’re driving. See
that guy with a beer in one hand and his phone in the other, coming toward you at full speed? Stay out of his way!

Check your gauges.

In a car, about the only gauges that really matter are the fuel and speed gauges.  You might look at the others every
once in a while. In a boat, all the gauges are important. Keeping any eye on them can help keep you out of trouble. In
fact, in most boats, unless you have a GPS, the speed gauge might be the least important. Speedometers on boats are
notoriously inaccurate.

The engine temperature gauge is the most common indicator of trouble. High temperature is a sign that something has
failed or is failing. It could be a hose, a faulty impeller, or a clogged intake for coolant water. Make sure you know the
normal operating temperature so you will be able to tell if the engine is heating up.

Battery voltage is also critical—especially if you spend time at anchor listening to music or using other electronics that
drain the battery. When the battery power dips below what is needed to start the engine, you’re in trouble. The music
might still be playing, but you still might not have enough cranking power to start the boat.

The tachometer should also be monitored. A spike in RPMs at cruising speed is a sign that something is wrong. It could
be some seaweed has wrapped around the propeller. Also, if you have two engines, you might not notice if one of the
engines dies, because there’s not a big difference in sound when one or both engines are running. Check the tach
periodically to know all is well.

Oil pressure and fuel levels are, of course, critical as well. Check them frequently. The only downside to monitoring fuel
levels is that you might notice how quickly your fuel is depleted!

Rules for Boatiing
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Don’t bark at your first mate.

Male boaters are notorious for shouting at their partners. It isn’t necessary. Granted, there are stressful moments
in every voyage, especially at the beginning and end of the day when launching, docking, or anchoring. As is
the case in Rule To Live By #1 (don’t be afraid to ask for help), a little humility goes a long way, as
does courtesy. If you want your partner to love boating as much as you do, don’t make it into a contest
to see how much he/she can read your mind. Once you’ve turned off your significant other to boating,
you may not get another chance to win him or her back. A few years ago, a gentleman wrote a letter to a
boating magazine about how happy he was, initially, when his wife gave him a shirt that had the name
of their boat and the word “Captain” underneath the boat name. He was feeling pretty good until she
presented the companion shirt she’d made for herself. No, it didn’t say “First Mate.” Instead, it said
“Owner.” For all you captains out there, it’s not a bad attitude to take. Treat your partner like you work
for him/her, and things will go well for both of you.

Boating is one of the most wonderful pastimes in the world. How else can you leave home in the
morning and find yourself on a deserted sand bar in crystal blue waters in the afternoon? Renting a boat
is the fastest, easiest, most cost-effective way to live like you’re in a beer commercial, far from the cares
of the world. Follow these rules to learn from the mistakes of countless others, and you’ll have the time
of your life.

Getmyboat.com/tipsforownersCourtesy of:

Eggemoggin Reach - Cruise August 2019


